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The Communists .in Guatemala have not made any persistent attempts to 

penetrate the Guardia Civil , according to source* 3he director of thn 

^n^ d i a, ’ s G ? lone ‘ l V± ^' r Sandoval, who is a brother-in-law of President 

?“* a roai ? 0f nodorate idQas .i has sincerely tried to 

v/hich^Ls Snd n0n ~ polltioal chara cter of the Guardia, 

um.cn is aliaost entirely a career organization* 9 

J?H* c T ent of * ' ^ctoiy at the polls for Colonel Jacobo Arbcnz in the 
forthcoming presidential elections, source believes that flrbonz would 
replace Colonel Sandoval* The possibility of his appointing a G^Sa 
director more favorable to Comunlsm is the best opnortunity for the 1 
Communists to gain influence in the organisation* in the opinion of source* 

(PBBfe2SF®2£° T he Guardia is a national police force similar to that 

ali ri thQ n territii i n/r r + Can i oountrie f * U ^ s PolSoe jurisdiction over 
all the territory of Guatemala, operates its cron radio station ( TOR 

222. Ja Guard ia Civil) * publishes its own bi-monthly magazine and 

operates a police school. Also, it maintains a very sm all int elli gence 

? USrdia which is C0! *pletely independent of 

tne Guardia Civil, does practically all plain-clothes investigating in 

w At the present time the Guardia Civil has a total ofabout 

xbiar thousand seven hundred iaen 0 
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